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Gabrielis Clauderi 4. D. Methodus Lalfamandi corpora hus 
mana, aliaque majora fine Evifceratione & Settione 
. hucufque folita. Ubi non modo de condituris veterum A- 
gyptiorum, Arabum, Ebrxorum, ac in fpecie corporis 


~--Chrifté; ut S Modernorum diverfa proponuntur , fed etiam 

. modus fubjungitur, quomodo Cadavera integra fine Exen- 
teratione pofint condiri, Aduexa item eft methodus pa- 
randi varias Effentias atque Spiritus Chymicos extempo- 
ranee, fine igne aut diftillatione. Ad normam Academie 
Natur@ Curioforum. in 4to, Altenburg. 1679. 


TT: Embalming and Prefervation of dead Bodies 
has been of old, and is at this day fo muchi e- 
{teem’d and prattis’d amongft many Nations, as 
well Civilas Barbarous, that this learned Author 

has ftudyed and experimented very much to illuftrate and 
improve that Subject. . 
The Agyptians were the firft that began to Embalm 
dead Bodies, in which none were ever more curious and 
exact than they; their Countrey being very fruittul in 
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Gums and Spices, and indeed the very Fountajn of Learn- 


ing, ‘Somie of their Adygnilie ihe Lafed boye 39g0 
MRL tk LW Hed ite! ne ois of Man- 
kind’; fo that St. Au/tin comihg into Egypt, could not but 
wonder to fee the Bodies of Alexander the Great, and 
Prolomy fo frefh in their Sepulchres. They ufually fpent 
Thirty, Eorty, fometimes Sevegty Days in their Balfama- 
tions, yetthe Manner and Circumftan¢es of doing them, 
has not come down clear to Pofterity ; the Hedrews ha- 
ving only an imperlect Knowledge of them. What Hero- 
dotus relates of the Egyptian Pollinture , cannot deferve 
any Credit; for he affirms, That they firft drew the 
Brain through the. Noftrils:by a crooked. Inftrument 
made of Iron ( which may fatise an Ali/orian more 
than an Axatomiff ) into the Place whereof they put 
up their Aromatick Gums and Spices; then afterwards 
with a tharp Erhiopick ftone cutting out the Bowels, 
and letting out the Blood, wafhed all the internal Ca- 
vities with Wine,. and ftuffing them with .bruifed 
Myrrhe, Aloes, Cafia, Saffron, Opobaljamum and Cedar- 
Gum, wraptthem up in Linnen dipt in Zurpentine, ando- 
therBalfamjck Materials melted into a liquid Mafs... Nay, 
Herodotus goes further, and affures us, That the Zgypri- 
ans could, and. did fometimes Embalm their dead Bodies. 
without any Evifceration, by throwing in C/yffers of the 
Gum, or Liquor of Cedar into their Inteftines, and fprink- 
ling afterwards their Bodies with Nitre or Salt; but how 
far thefe Injeétions could reach and Embalm all the Inter- 
nal Parts, or this Pickle préferve the Outward, wéeTegveé 
to Experimental Men to judge. Tie Plebean or Vulgar 
fort of Egyptians being not able to be at the Charge of thefe 
Rich Gums and Spices, were moft commonly Embalm’d. 
with 4/phaltwm . being a natural mixture of Prtch and: 
Bitumen \ and asfomethink, thefe are the only Mummies 
which are fold:to our Earcpean Merchants ; the Bodies of 
their great men being kept clofe in their Pyramides and o- 
ther Tombs, The many. hittle Brazex Jmazes commonly: 

found 
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found in the Bodies of their Murimiés, dréthought by fome 
to have been put into them to prevent Putrefaction; but our 
learned Author being a better Naturalift, found, that they 
could not preva sey thing againft it, fo that he is of an 
Opinion, that the Egyptians made ufe of them out of meer 
Superftition, ( to whichno Nation was ever fo much ad- 
dicted as they ; and yet noné more Learned: ) the Figures 
of them very often refembling thofe of their great God 
Jfis, and fome others of their numberlefs Deities. 

The Reafons that mov’d the Ezyptians firft to the Em- 
balming of their dead Bodies, are faid to be, either be- 
caufé they fancyed the Duration of the Soul to be déter- 
tnin’d by that of the Body, and that they confumed e- 
qually and gradually together; or elfe, becaufe fome of 
their Sects taught publickly, that their Souls would re- 
turn again into their Bodies after the Expiration of fome 
thoufands of years. | ! 

All that ever the Fewifh Nation practis’d in Embalming, 
was borrowed from the Egyptians, from whom they car- 
riedit into the Land of Cavaan: But indeed, if we con- 
fider theMode of the fewifh Pollintture, we cannot but 
conclude that, what by their many Wars, and thé Injury of 
Time, they had'‘quite loft the Ezyprian’ manner of Mum- 
mization, their Embalmings being only /Zght and /uper- 
ficial, certainly never defign’d for-preferving their Bodies 
any confiderable time, but rather out of Re/pecf and Ve- 
nerationtothe Dead; for we read, that Fofeph of Arima- 
thea‘and Nicodemus wrapt up our Saviours Body in fine 
Linnen, only with Myrrhe, Aloes, anda few other Spices.; 
and Lazarus himfelf \ though a Rich and a Confiderabl¢ 
Few ) having lain but four days in his Grave when our Sa- 
viour came to raife him from the Dead, yet.his Sifters. 
(as wemay conclude from what they faid of him) fa 
pected that he flunk. The Ufe of thefe Spices'being at 
laft judg’d very coftly, was quite left off, thie Jews alter. 
wards making ule only of pure Linnen.. , 

The Romans indéed were far more skilful in the Con- . 

si Qq2 diture 
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diture of dead. Bodies, witnefs that Tomb found in the 
Via Appia in the time of Paul the Third, which being 
open’d, a Body was found floating in a wondertul and an 
unknown Liquor, with a perpetual Lamp. burning under 
the Feet thereof, the /aérs trefh and yellow, and all the 
other Parts firm and entire, though.it had been buried a- 
bove 1500 years; for by the Infcription it was fufpected 
to. be Zufiola ( Cicero’s beloved Daughter ) though Sa- 
gittarius is of opinion, that her body was burnt. 

What other Nations have pradtis'd in this way, cannot 
butbe very remarkable: The Babylonians, and Perfrans 
us’d to dawb their dead Bodies with Honey and Wax, and 
fometimes to dry themin the Sands, having learnt.that 
Cuftom and Experience from the Deftruction of C amby/es’s 
Army, becaufe the greateft Part thereof was {wallowed 
up in the Sands, and there kept free from Corruption for 
many years after. 

The Chinefes are faid to glew up all the Chinks of their 
Coffins fo clofe with a certain fort of Pitch, that there ne- 
ver iflues, forth the leaft ill fmell from the. inclofed Bodies. 
The Ancient Erhiopians, according to //erodotus, us'd to 
plafter over their‘dead Bodies witha certain fort of Paint, 
and to put them {6 artificially into Glaffes, that no ingrate- 
ful fteams ever came fromthem. The Caxszhals and the 
Inhabitants. of Formofa have. a way of extracting ail the 
Moifture out of dead Bodies by a gentle and remoie Fire, fo 
that they will keeptor 3 years; but‘the Peruzans are far 
more dexterous in this Art, having preferved their Kings 
above 200 years, by anointing them with.a certain fort of 
Rofin, which our Author fufpetts to.be the Bal//fam ct a 
Tree call’'d Copaiéa, or rather, tue Peruvian Balm. The 
Perfians and Mofcovites at this dav retainan impertect Me- 
thod of Po/incture, for Oléarius obferv’d, that the Perfans 
atter having wath’d the dead Bodies of their great men, 
lifted them up, pouring the Spirit of Camp sre upon their 
Heads, which run down all over them. and fo kept she 


Carkafes. {weer for along time -( thar Gum being of won- 
enens “pie ~ dertul 
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derful Balfamick Nature. ) The Mofcovites are faid firft to 
place the dead Body in a Coffin, and to fend it to rhe 
Temple, where the Prieft fprinkles it with a confecrated 
Water, and tumigates it with Myrrbe. 


What Ortelius relates of feveral Northern Ifands, isvery 
ftrange, if true, That thedead Bodies of the Inhabitants 
do never putrifie, and therefore are never buried, but re- 
main incorruptible inthe Air; fo that the Bodies of whole 
Families for many Generations together may be feen en- 
tire. Not much unlike to this Story, is that related 
by feveral American Travellers, concerning a Burying- 
Place belonging to the Spaniards in the W/t-Jndies , 
wherein Bodies do never decay ; which may be confirm’d 
by the Obfervations of our Modern Navigators, wiio 
‘have found by Experience, that fcarceany thing will pu- 
trifie in Greenland, Spitsberg, Nova Zembla, and fome 
other Northern Countries, dead Bodies continuing there 


free trom Corruption for 30 years iogether. 


What he faies of the Medical ufe of Mummies, well 
deferves our Notice. they being vilified and much rejected 
by fome, as inteéted by the contagious Egluviums ot thofe 
Bodies, that may peradventure have dyed of the Plague, 
Leprofe, or otier venomous Diflempers , and fo confe- 
gnently cannot be us’d as any fate Medicine: Yer this in- 
quifitive and learned Author defends the Medicinal Ule of 
them in Braifes, in Scorbutic and Putrid Cajes, andin dif- 
ficult Births, being confirm’d in his Opinion by Authori- 
tiesan.ihis own Experience. Befides, the Blood, Bowels, 
and the other Garbifh are tasen out before thar Alammi- 
zation, fo that there need be little tear of any Cruita- 
gion, confidering the Affcacy and Vertues of tne Gams 
and Spices. 


Thefe 
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Thefe being premis’d, he proceeds t6 aff the Modern 
ways of Embalming and preferving dead Bodies: That 
which is commonly us’d is this: Firft, the Brain, Bowels, 
and the Mafs of Blood being wholly taken out, then all 
the Parts both inward and outward are to be wath’d with 
a Sponge dip’din Agua Vita and fharp Vinegar, in which 
Wormwood, Aloes, Cologuintida, common Salt, and Allom 
has been boil’d; after Lotion all the inward Cavities and 
Chinks of the Body are to be fprinkled and fill'd up with 
Aromatic Powders made of Aloes, Myrrhe, Saffron, Storax, 
Benzoin, Labdanum, Camphire, Amber, Nutmegs, Mace, 
Cinnamon, Cloves, with fome Civer, and Ambergreece,&e, 
After which it muft be fowed, or clofely lac’d up, that no- 
thing canfallout; this being done, the whole Body is to 
be anointed, fteep’d, or digefted in the Oy/ of Zurpentine’, 
with which may be mixt any Aromatic Oyl, as that of 
Cloves, Nutmegs, Rhodium, Majoram, &c. and attéerwards 
to be fprinkled again’ with the’ forementioned Powders, and 
fo laid up in Cerecloth made up of Te4ow Wax, Turpentine, 
Rofin, Pitch, Frankincenfe,, Storax, Oyl of Spike, all mel- 
tedtogether, wherein fine Rolls of Linnen may be fteep’d, 
in-whichi the Body being folded, is-to be put into a Leaden 
Coffinefill’d with Wormwood, Rofemary, Sage, Majoram, 
Thyme, Lavender, &c. During the time ofthe Operation, 
the Operator is advifed to defend his Noftrils with-Bal/ams, 
or little Sponges diptin Vinezar, and to fortifié hitnfelf in- 
wardly -by chewing and fwallowing fome powerful Alexie 
pharmics, as Zedoary, Calamus  Aromaticus , Myrrbe , 
&e. : ) 


Incafe the forementioned Materials‘ are not to be had, 
as-in Places: befieged, and poor Countries, thé Operator 
may-then becontent with fharpVinegar,or a‘ Lixtvium,and 
with a Powder made ot Quick-lime well flak’d, and Wood: 
afbes, which will preferve Carkafes for a long time, pro- 
vided the place be not very hot, or very moift, which 

Circumftances will often make dead Bodies ftink, though 


they 
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they be Embalmed by the moft dexterous Artifts. 


As for the Method which Bi/fus made ufe of in the 
Embalming of Bodies, and by which he got fo great a 
Fame and fo much Wealth ; and as for the ingenious Au- 
thors own way of Preferving Bodies fora long time, with- 
out the leaft Diffection and Exenteration; as alfo for the 
Procefs of preparing FExtemporary Effences and Spirits 

without: Fire or Difi:Mation, all which, being too long to be 
here inferted, we fhall referve for anotner Memorial. 





From the Journal des Scavans fet forth January 
19th, 1682. 


Vocabulario Tofcano de? Arte del Difegno, opera di Filiy® 
. po Fiorentino, i# Fiorenza. 1681. 


cD H.IS Author does not content himfelf to give us 
in this Work only the fimple Zerms of Defigning ; 
but as it isthe very Soul of Paixting, Sculpture, and Ar- 
chitedure, itishere handled, with a Reference to thefe 
three Arts; andthat the Curious may not complain, that 
there is any thing wanting upon this Subject, he defcends 
even to all the other Arts,which depend,or have any Rela- 
tion to thofe. 

They promife us further from Rome another Work 
of the fame Author upon fome other curious Sub- 


jects, 
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From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth February 2. 1682. 


A Curious and new Experiment communicated by M. Ma- 
riotte of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 


: & what we have already related in our Account of J. 

Mariotte’s Book concerning the Diffolutions and 
Precipitations of the Matter which produces Colours, we 
fhall add a new Experiment, which M1. Mariotte has made, 
that is not to be found in his Book of Colours,which is,that 
if there be pour’d out 2,or 3 Drops of Oy! of Zartar into half 
a Glafs of very good Red Wine, it lofes its Red Colour, be- 
comes Opacous and Tawny likedecayed Wine ; but if af- 
terwards 2, or 3 drops of Spirit of Sulphur, which is a 
firong Acid, be pour’d in, the fame Wine wholly refumes 
its fine Red Colour; whence may be gather’d the Reafon 
why they burn Brim/fone in the Casks for the better pre- 
ferving the Wine, and that it isnot the Znflammadble Part of 
the Brim/fone that caufes this Effect, but its Acid Spitit, 
which enters into the Wood of the Cask. 
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